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To God be the Glory, great things He has done!  This 
is the refrain of Cross Culture Network this fall.  
Cross Culture is a ministry to international students in 
this country led by Florin and Amy Palaghia.  Before 
the annual Southern Hospitality Banquet on August 
24th, Florin and Amy had already handed out almost 
100 welcome bags with donated items from First 
Presbyterian Church.  At the banquet, there were 230 
participants representing 23 countries and 7 schools.  
The FISH (Friday International Supper and Hospitali-
ty) weekly meetings have surpassed what they could 

imagine with 53 attending the initial meeting this fall and then an average of anywhere 
from 20-40 each week.  Florin and Amy write, “We remember when we first started these weekly meetings several years 
ago to provide community and a place where students could encounter God and His Word.  We had 2 students back then 
that came faithfully, and God reminded us not to despise the day of small things.  Now, He has so blessed that students are 
filling our living room and kitchen and hallway, coming together for dinner, and Bible story and discussion.  One Muslim 
student commented that he does not want to move away after graduation because he has found his family here!” 

 

 

Other activities in the fall have included two 
retreats, one focusing on leadership qualities 
and the other about the pursuit of happiness.  
Multicultural Ladies Club continues to meet 
weekly to provide friendship and encourage-
ment.  One Chinese lady recently shared that 
her life has been changed by this group and 
what she has learned has positively impacted 
her marriage and relationships!  Truckloads of 
donated items have been delivered to students 
to furnish their apartments and meet their 

physical needs while they are also touched on an emotional level as they ponder why Florin and Amy are helping them.  
This opens a door to share the goodness and extravagance of God’s love.   

 

Cross Culture Network offered an “American survival skills” workshop to let the students learn information from a police 
officer about safety and also hear a presentation about buying a used car.  The annual Thanksgiving dinner hosted by St. 

George Anglican church was a festive time of first encounters with turkey and 

sharing thanks.  During the Christ-
mas season CCN will have many 
opportunities for “firsts” as some 
students see the sights and sounds of 
the holiday.  Florin and Amy pray 
that students would come to know 
the reason for the season as they 

faithfully share God’s love and His 
gift.  They appreciate all of their 
volunteers and supporters that part-
ner with them in Kingdom work.   

 Are there others that would consider being involved  in or supporting this dynamic ministry? 

                                 



       Operation Christmas Child    
 

     Over 13,200  shoeboxes!!   
By the time you receive this newsletter, the second 

tractor trailer load of Operation Christmas Child 

shoeboxes will have left the parking lot at Joshua’s 

Way, marking the 16th year we have partnered 

with Samaritan’s Purse as a collection site.  At the 

end of National Collection Week, our volunteers 

will have received, cartoned and loaded over 

13,200 shoeboxes.  Each box represents a tangi-

ble expression of God’s love and is headed to a 

child who may never have received a Christmas 

gift.  Thank you to all who packed a shoebox and 

to all the volunteers that helped at Joshua’s Way 

during Collection Week.  This annual event is 

both a time of service and a time of worship as 

many familiar faces reconnect to form the Josh-

ua’s Way team that collects the shoeboxes for 

shipping to the Samaritan’s Purse Processing 

Center.  There, they are readied with a gospel 

message to ship to numerous countries around 

the world.  Please visit www.samaritanspurse.org 

to learn more details, including the stats that re-

flect the world-wide impact of this incredible ef-

fort.  There are tips on the site on how to pack a 

shoebox and a special way in which you can track your shoebox,  Thank 

you to all the businesses that support our effort including VF/Wrangler Transportation, Modern Material 

Handling, and the large number of precious volunteers that provide an incredible amount of their time and 

muscle during the week . 

 

 

We want to express our gratitude to those who support Joshua’s Way in so many 

different ways.   

  

• Thank you to those who are financial donors for providing the resources nec-

essary to fund our efforts.   

 

• Thank you to those businesses, churches, and other organizations that sup-

port the ministries of Joshua’s Way.  Citizens Building & Loan recently provid-

ed a grant to Joshua’s Way to refurbish the sign in the front parking lot and 

replace the sign at the Conference Center that was vandalized.   
 

• hank you to all the volunteers that help in too many ways to list that provide countless hours of 

their time to help with events.  As we write this, we are thinking of each of you individually and pray-

ing for you.  A special thanks to Dr. Paul Rogers who so ably filled many roles through the years.  Alt-

hough not actively involved in leadership of the ministry any more, he continues to be involved in 

keeping the systems in our buildings operational and grounds maintained and still serves on our 
Board providing oversight to the ministry.  His efforts save Joshua’s Way thousands of dollars that 

can be put to use in ministry and not overhead and his wisdom and experience are invaluable. 

Thank you! 

Shoeboxes line the altar at Fairview Baptist  

to be dedicated prior to being delivered to 

the Joshua’s Way Collection Center. 

(Below) Kim Johnson, volunteer coordina-

tor, gives instructions to international stu-

dents who pitched in to help. 

 



              

 Joshua’s Way continues to partner with our brothers and sis-

ters in Christ in Ethiopia.   Many of you reading this newsletter are 

familiar with the way in which God’s hand guided the “divine appoint-
ments” of the early development of these relationships.  We will be 

posting some of the details of that history on our website if you wish 

to learn more.   

 God opened a door to a unique relationship over the last sever-

al years with GAMBY Hospital in Bahar Dir, Ethiopia to underwrite 

the cost of specific procedures for the 

poor.  Many are familiar with the 
surgical procedure to correct UVP 

(prolapse) that can be performed at 

an average cost of approximately 

$400 per patient.  UVP is a condition 

that afflicts many women due to mal-
nutrition, multiple births, and other 

environmental factors.  They typical-

ly suffer many years of incredible 

physical discomfort, marital and 

family discord, and disenfranchise-

ment from their communities before 
they hear that the GAMBY Hospital can assist them. 

 We were blessed to have one of the founding doctors of the 

hospital Dr. Gebeyaw Tiruneh stop in the Greer area during a planned 

trip to the United States to share in several meetings about the work of the GAMBY Hospital.  We also 

shared about our unique relationship with GAMBY leadership and the reporting processes in place to docu-

ment the strict responsibility that everyone exhibits in the stewardship of 

the resources that you provide. Paul Rogers and Dan Johnson were moved 
during a recent visit when they had the opportunity to visit with some of the 

beneficiaries of the procedures.  One lady was particularly appreciative re-

marking repeatedly to Dr. Gebeyaw, ‘You gave me my life back!” 

 To date, Joshua’s Way has underwritten the cost of 407 UVP proce-

dures, 117 cataract procedures and 54 goiter procedures.  Would you be 

willing to help provide the resources to keep our support of these proce-

dures uninterrupted?  If you would like more information, we would appre-

ciate the chance to share more of our experiences and involvement if you 

would contact us and let us know of your interest. 
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We are experiencing great prosperity yet still see urgent spiritual and physical needs all around 

us.  In view of God’s merciful concern for the poor and marginalized throughout Scripture, 

what are we to do?  Monetary contributions are needed but there is no substitute for one-on-

one, ongoing encouragement.  God has given His body, the Church, many unique opportunities 

to make His mercy known in our community. If you have tried to come alongside someone in 

difficult circumstances and have become frustrated or burned out trying to help, join us for a 

series of discussions this spring about biblically-based attitudes, perceptions, and skill sets 

necessary to effectively help others. We hope to equip those wanting to volunteer or currently 

involved in many organizations around the Greenville/Greer area to sharpen their understanding of helping 

others in effective and fulfilling ways.  In addition to God’s Word, we will be reading and discussing several 

books regarding mentoring and discipling the poor and marginalized.  A schedule of the book discussions 

along with a reading list will be posted on our web site in January. 
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 Joshua’s Way recently held an Organ Donor Awareness Benefit at 

our Conference Center!  We leveraged the afternoon’s events to try to edu-

cate the community concerning organ donation while providing an oppor-
tunity for great fellowship and entertainment. The events of the day were 

to benefit Tim Wells in finding a living kidney donor and raise funds for the 

costs related to a transplant.  Tim has been a friend to Joshua’s Way from 

the beginning including provision of his services without cost in the design 

of our distinctive logo.  Tim has been undergoing regular dialysis for an 

extended period and remains in need of a kidney transplant due to a con-
dition known as PKD, Polycystic Kidney Disease.   

  There was live music in the back yard! Musical performers donated 

their time and talents and were enjoyed by all.  We appreciate their partici-

pation and big hearts in helping others.  Joe Bruce and Locust Grove, Ja-

cob Johnson, Skip Taylor, Zach Wells and Noah Guthrie…you are all awe-

some! A big thank you to Gene Holdway who shared an array of his expen-
sive sound equipment at no cost and ably handled all of the sound engi-

neering during the day for each of the artists. 

 Due to limited space in this newsletter, we have posted additional information on our web site of 

everyone that contributed so freely and generously of their time, talents and resources; however, we want 

to mention a special thanks to several people and businesses who stepped up in a big way to make the af-

ternoon a wonderful time:  Vendors who provided food for 

the plates that were sold: Coach Green’s Kickin’ Pig BBQ, 
Fuddruckers. VK’s Cheesecakes (Jamie Conits), and Chic-

Fil-A Greer.  Please take advantage of the opportunity to 

patronize their businesses and let them know that their 

generosity and commitment to the community is known and 

appreciated.   

 A small army of volunteers served food, provided se-

curity along the street and in remote parking areas (one us-
ing a personal vehicle to shuttle guests), served as hosts/

cashiers in the auction area, and several just watched out 

to make sure everyone felt welcome.  Thank you one and all 

for your time and efforts!!!  Recognition goes to Tina Wells, 

McKenzie Gribbles, Kim Johnson and Amanda Mahaffey for 
their work in coordinating the event.  There were many long 

hours put into planning and promoting the event in the pre-

ceding weeks and months. 

 We also want to thank Kelley Canavan for making the trip from 

the Medical University of SC in Charleston to promote and answer 

questions regarding living organ donation.  A link and contact infor-

mation are provided on this page and our web site if anyone wishes to 
research the potential for assisting others through the loving act of 

living organ donation. 

 While the events of the day were to benefit Tim in his search for 

a kidney donor, there were other benefits as well.  The weather was 

beautiful, the music enjoyable and many who had not seen each other 

for awhile reconnected and enjoyed sweet fellowship.  Many from the 
neighborhood around Joshua’s Way also attended.  The event success-

fully raised funds to assist Tim and his potential donor with the ex-

penses of the process.  Please continue to pray that God will move 

someone to be a living kidney donor for Tim.  As of this newsletter, Tim 

is still hoping that a kidney becomes available.  Don’t forget the many 

others that are still struggling with the need for organ donation.   

  

To get tested for kidney donation, you will 

provide Tim's name and DOB: Timothy 

Wells and 05/26/1960. Contact either 

transplant center at the links or numbers 

below: 

 

MUSC: 

http://www.muschealth.org/transplant/servi

ces/living-donations/index.html 

The Living Donor Coordinator at MUSC is 

Kelly. Her phone number is 1-843-792-

0571. 

 

EMORY: 

https://emory.donorscreen.org/register/do

nate-kidney 

Call Wendy, the Living Donor Coordinator 

at Emory, at 1-855-366-7989.  

http://www.muschealth.org/transplant/services/living-donations/index.html
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