
Good Tidings of Great Joy… 
 

I am amazed and overwhelmed by the outpouring of love in the shape of shoebox gifts. 
As we neared the end of collection week for Operation Christmas Child(OCC) in Novem-
ber, I had to say to myself, “O, ye of little faith,” because I did not expect us to match 
the number of shoebox gifts collected at Joshua’s Way in 2010. Last year we collected 

10,955 shoeboxes.  

 

With Kim Johnson’s leadership and a great group of coordinators for the many churches 
and organizations participating this year, the number of shoeboxes collected at Joshua’s Way  in-
creased significantly over last year. When we closed the trailer on November 21st at the end of OCC 

collection week, the many individuals, churches, and organizations had delivered a  

total of 12,310 shoeboxes to Joshua’s Way! 

 

If you know anyone that works at VF Logistics or at one of the area Chick-Fil-A restaurants, please 
give them a special word of thanks for assisting Joshua’s Way in serving as a collection center for the 

Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child.   

 

VF Logistics provided the large trailers that we use to load and store the shoeboxes, and then VF had their drivers take the trailers to the 
OCC processing center in Charlotte. When we needed a third trailer this year to handle the huge number of shoeboxes, VF stepped right up 

to assist. Ross and Mike, we appreciate your help very much. 

 

Many of the area Chick-Fil-A restaurants were kind enough to receive shoeboxes at their stores so folks did not have to drive all the way to 
Greer to drop off their shoeboxes at Joshua’s Way. It is a great way to expand our “reception area” for shoeboxes and  Marna Morse and 

her team of volunteers did a great job in getting those shoeboxes picked up and delivered to Joshua’s Way.  

 

To all of you who helped in whatever fashion this year with the collection of shoebox gifts, I send my deepest thanks to you and I praise 
God for you. In helping to send a shoebox gift to a child this Christmas season, you have provided, probably for the first time, a Christmas 

gift to that child. 

 

Most importantly, you have provided the vehicle for the Gospel to reach that child. Every child receives with their shoebox gift a pamphlet 
in their own language that tells the Good News that Jesus came into this world to live among us, and to take our punishment upon himself  
on the cross, and to destroy the power of sin and death by the power of his resurrection. You have declared the love of God through your 

shoebox gifts, and you have kept the Gospel message ringing as we repeat to those who have not yet heard what the angel declared: 

…unto you is born this day in the city of David  

a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
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Meets in The Upper Room Bistro, 20 N. Main Street, Greenville, SC  

 

Virginia Griffin completed her series on Heaven on November 16th and concluded our Fall series of 
Bible Study luncheons for 2011.  Heaven is a subject of great interest to us because it is where Je-
sus is, and it is the eternal home of all who have placed their faith in Jesus. 

We take a short sabbatical for the Christmas season, but we will resume our Bible study luncheons 
on Wednesday, January 4, 2012.  Paul Rogers, Executive Director of Joshua’s Way, will be leading 
our Bible studies in January. 

The Bible study group meets at Noon and dismisses at 12:50 so folks can 
get back to work promptly. Invite a friend to join us and come a little early, if 
you can, to enjoy the fellowship. A great lunch is provided by The Upper 
Room Bistro for $8 per person. Hope you can join us!  

Stellar Bible Study resumes January 4. Save the date!  

Feeding the Homeless – Every 5th Saturday  

Joshua’s Way works alongside the Nothing But Jesus ministry to feed the homeless in the downtown 
Greenville area whenever there is a 5th Saturday in the month. So each quarter of the year our volunteers co-
ordinate food preparation, music presentations and the evangelistic message for this ministry on our assigned 
Saturday afternoon. 
 

On October 29
th
 we had a beautiful Saturday afternoon to get to know some of the home-

less in Greenville by serving them a meal, listening with them to the music and message, 
and praying and talking with them.  
 

A great meal of Mutt’s BBQ sandwiches and all the trimmings and side dishes prepared by 
the team of volunteers from Seacoast church was served to the homeless. We greatly ap-
preciate all the volunteers who give their time on these Saturdays to get to know the home-
less and to show them the love of Christ. Thank you for stepping out and starting those 
conversations and praying with our homeless guests in October. 

 

Will you pray with us for the homeless in our area? Please pray 
for job opportunities, for housing, and for medical assistance for 
all those seeking help in these areas. 

 

Next 5TH Saturday:  December 31st  

Homeless Ministry 
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Project Ethiopia 

 

Ministry in Ethiopia is continuing even as Joshua’s Way awaits approval of our Memorandum of Understand-
ing for the installation of the Water Purification system proposed for the Pawe Hospital. Paul Rogers traveled 
to Ethiopia on October 31 to meet with Dr. Betta Mengistu, Dr. Gebeyaw Kassa and Mr. Patrick Mufwoya to 
discuss how best to approach the regional health officials in seeking their approval. 

 

While in Ethiopia, Paul delivered funds from Joshua’s Way for the pur-
chase of medication for a young woman named Ruth Seyoum who is 
afflicted with frequent seizures. Joshua’s Way helps to cover school fees 
and supplies for two boys named Sammy and Tesfa who have been 
cared for by Beza for several years, and Paul carried those funds to the 
Beza Church along with a general donation for the church while he was 
in Addis Ababa.       

 

In meeting with Dr. Betta, Dr. Gebeyaw and Mr. Patrick, Paul was encouraged that the door is not closed to 
the installation of the Water Purification System. We are instead faced with a new set of officials in the Benis-
hangul Gumuz region who took charge of this area in the latest election. A complicating factor is that the pre-
vious administration of the region was led by a strong brother in Christ while the new administrators are total 
strangers to us.  Dr. Gebeyaw, in particular, is working to initiate contacts with this new administration in the 
Benishangul Gumuz region. 

 

Please pray for the contacts and approvals that are needed for moving forward in Pawe, but also pray for the 
broader ministry of the Beza Church. We are delighted that Joshua’s Way gets to participate as a partner in 
ministry in Ethiopia with the Beza Church and all our friends there. 

 

Venezuela Update 

You might remember that in 2004 Joshua’s Way 
began assisting the Iglesia Cristiana Evangelica de 
Jesus el Buen Pastor in La Puerta, Venezuela in 
completing the construction of its church building. 
This small group of evangelical believers dedicated 
their completed church building on September 5, 
2005. 
 
Through the generosity of some of our donors, 
Joshua’s Way is able to send a small amount of 
financial support monthly to assist and encourage 
our brothers and sisters in La Puerta.  
 
Please remember to pray for the believers in La 
Puerta. They live in a beautiful part of the world, 
but Venezuela has had political strife in recent 
years and many ongoing concerns. Pray that they 
will be strengthened to let the light of Christ shine 
through them into their community and nation. 

 

Reminder to Our Donors 
 

Donõt forget that to receive credit for a contribu-

tion in 2011, your contribution must be received by 

December 31st or postmarked December 31st if you 

send it by mail. 

Sammy in 2003 Sammy  2010 
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“The People walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light 
has dawned.  You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at 

the harvest…..for unto us a child is born, to us a son is given.” Isaiah 9: 2-3; 6. 
 

As we marvel that another year has passed, we contemplate again the good news of our Savior’s birth and what 

that Incarnation means to our lives and ministry.  As we walk in His light and rub shoulders with those walking in 

darkness, the brightness of His Love in us pours forth.  Students from around the world are exposed to His bright-

ness, maybe for the first time.  As we love each other and serve together as believers in reaching out to the world 

at our door, internationals get to experience the Incarnation of Jesus made manifest in our lives.  What a privilege 

and awesome responsibility it is to be His image bearers.  
 

This fall we have had many remarkable opportunities to begin and build relationships, spend time in celebrating 

festivities, and engaging in discussions that till the ground, and plant and water seeds.  From a fall retreat and fall 

festivals to weekly ladies’ Bible study to a Thanksgiving dinner and a Christmas tree decorating party, volunteers 

have been taking the time to shine the light of Christ.  
 

Our Thanksgiving dinner this year was sponsored 

by Southside Christian Fellowship.  Special 

thanks to Carolyn Inlow and her team of volun-

teers who planned, decorated, prepared food, 

hosted, and cleaned up.  The more than 60 stu-

dents in attendance enjoyed a banquet style meal 

and heard a presentation about the history of 

Thanksgiving.  We also had a chance to share around the 

room the things we are thankful for including family, God, 

and opportunities to meet new friends in the United States.  

The students were deeply impacted by the love and hospi-

tality and willing service to them. 
 

There are many Christmas 

celebrations being hosted this 

year by volunteers and staff.  These parties are an opportunity for 

students to come into a Christian American home to participate in family Christmas tra-

ditions such as decorating the house and tree for the season.  It has been a wonderful 

way to share the reason that we celebrate.  One party hosted at Jim and Lea Ann 

Wright had students decorate the Christmas tree and help put the Nativity scene to-

gether while Lea Ann read the accounts of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2 and Matthew 2.  

Students also made poinsettia flower ornaments to take with them to remind them of 

their Christmas celebration here in Greenville and God's gift of love to us in Jesus. 
 

Because of generous scholarship donations, we have 8 students who will be attending 

a Christmas conference in Florida where they will hear about the message of the Mes-

siah.  Among these are Hindus, Muslims, atheists, and Christians.  Over and over we 

hear the students say things like, “this is the first time I felt at home in the US”, and 

“thank you so much for this time together”, and “you have been a family to me.”  Thank 

you for investing your time and talents and prayers to the glory of God. 
 

As we close out 2011 and begin a new year, please pray for God’s work in hearts that we may rejoice in His har-

vest.  May we model above all else the Love and Welcome of Christ Jesus who came to us, who lived among us, 

and tangibly showed us the love of the Father.  Please pray for us as a staff that we will remain faithful and not be-

come weary in well doing.  Please pray for protection as we battle unseen forces at times.   Please pray that His 

light would dawn afresh and anew in the hearts of all the students who will be attending the Christmas activities  

and the Florida trip. 
 

Thank you for walking with us through another year.  May the Lord bless you and keep you. 


