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VF Jeanswear ¦ A Great Partner in Operation Christmas Child 

Joshuaôs Way sends a special ñThank you!ò to VF 
Jeanswear for the use of two of their trailers during 
Operation Christmas Child. VF has for several years 
provided trailers during collection week and trans-
ported the trailers filled with shoeboxes to the        
Samaritanôs Purse processing center in Charlotte.  

We greatly appreciate the kind help of Crystal 
Ledford and Chris Burgess at the VF Terminal in 

Greenville and the great VF drivers who get those big trailers into our tiny parking lot. 

Operation Christmas Child 2010 ï Another Great Week, Another Goal Met  

10, 955 shoeboxes !  

Collection Week 2010 started off with a flurry of activity as 
several churches delivered the shoeboxes they had col-
lected to Joshuaôs Way.  So many shoeboxes came in on 
the first Monday of Collection Week that it was almost like a 
sprint for our volunteers. They packed cartons with shoe-
boxes, labeled cartons, and placed cartons on pallets in the 
trailer as fast as they could go.  We worked with joyful en-
ergy because we saw the outpouring of love from individu-
als and churches in filling so many shoeboxes to send 
around the world. What a delight to have a part in sharing 
the love of Christ with a child through these simple gifts! 

 

By early Monday afternoon the first trailer had been filled with nearly 4,500 shoeboxes and prepared for sending to the 
Samaritanôs Purse processing center in Charlotte. On Tuesday the first trailer 
was picked up and was on its way. The second trailer was dropped off in our 
front parking lot, and our volunteers jumped right in again with the work of load-
ing the shoeboxes into the trailer. 
 

As in past years, Tuesday and Wednesday of Collection Week were not as 
rushed as the beginning and end of the week. Our volunteers took advantage of 
the slower days to pack shoeboxes with items that had been donated to 
Joshuaôs Way for Operation Christmas Child. It was fun to see the fellowship 
everyone enjoyed as they worked in this evangelistic ministry. 

 

Thursday and Friday were busier days again 
as churches that had collected shoeboxes on 
Wednesday evening dropped those off with 
us. Our volunteers love to work! They liked 
the busy times when we were hard at work 
like bees in the hive with the buzz of conver-
sation and the strange sound of tape being 
stretched across carton tops as we packed 
the shoeboxes. (Continued on page 2) 
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    Thank you, Kim!  
 

Kim Johnson is the volunteer coordinator for Opera-
tion Christmas Child at Joshuaôs Way. She is a tire-
less worker who plans OCC Coordinators Training, 
OCC collection week, and lines up volunteers to staff 
our shoebox collection week. Remember to express 
your thanks to Kim for the energy she pours into this 
evangelistic ministry. 

Over 2,700 shoeboxes were added to the second trailer on these two days with the 
help of players from the North Greenville University and Campbellsville University 
football teams and our other volunteers.  

 

Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon we continued our collection and our volun-
teers had a chance to catch their breath before the final push on Monday, Novem-
ber 22, the last day of our Collection 
Week.   

 

When volunteers arrived Monday morning, they saw Paul Rogers backing a 
big yellow rental truck in beside the trailer in our front lot and found shoe-
boxes stacked everywhere at Joshuaôs Way. With nearly 500 shoeboxes 
dropped off Sunday afternoon, the second trailer was full and an additional 
truck was needed to handle the last dayôs shoeboxes. 

 

As in previous years, this last day of collection was the busiest except for the first 
day of Collection Week. Over 2,200 shoeboxes were packed into cartons on that 
last day and loaded into the trailer and rental truck by our volunteers. Many volun-
teers helped on multiple days during our shoebox collection, and we are very 
thankful for getting to work alongside you in ministry during this important work. 

 

Both trailers were filled, and eight more pallets of 
shoeboxes had been loaded on the rental truck. 
But everyone was anxious to know, ñWhat was the final tally? How many shoeboxes 
had been dropped off  at Joshuaôs Way this year?ò Kim and Trey and Paul got busy 
adding up the numbers, and soon had the report ready. 

 

10,955 shoeboxes were collected at Joshuaôs Way this year!  

That number exceeded our goal of 10,000 shoeboxes, and was 
nearly 1,400 more shoeboxes than we collected in 2009.  
Praise God that nearly 11,000 children and their families will 
have an opportunity to receive the Gospel message in a shoe-
box gift! 

 

We are thankful for each volunteer and for every individual and 
church that helped in packing shoebox gifts. May the joy of 
Christ fill your hearts as we celebrate His birth this year! 
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Ethiopia Update ï Progress on Water Treatment System for Pawe Hospital 

On October 27 Paul Rogers and Atu Bekele traveled to Ethiopia to meet with our ministry partners at Beza International 
Ministries and to meet with the hospital administrator and the health officials for the Mekele Zone in the Benishangul-
Gumuz region. The trip started out with baggage delayed and a hotel reservation that was lost, but those were only mi-
nor inconveniences in a great trip.  There was great joy in seeing our friends and ministry partners in Ethiopia again, but 
there was sadness as we mourned Davidôs death together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 No other moment of grieving was as poignant as our meeting with Nardos Ayalew, the young lady that Joshuaôs Way 
sent to India in 2006 to have a heart valve replaced. Nardos was weeping and wondering aloud how David could have 
died and she could still be here alive because of David and Joshuaôs Way. Amazingly, Nardos is now in her sixth month 
of pregnancy.  Since Nardos never expected to have children because of her health prior to the heart valve replacement, 
this is particularly uplifting good news.  

 

On the morning of November 3
rd

 we began our trip to Pawe with a five hour delay in our flight to Bahir Dar. Because of 
the delayed flight, we arrived in Bahir Dar late in the afternoon and were forced to spend the night there rather than try-
ing to drive to Pawe in the dark which was not safe. 

 

At daybreak the next morning we were in the car and on the way to 
Pawe arriving there at midday. Thankfully, God went before us and 
we were able to connect with key government leaders which played 
a critical role in the progress on the water treatment system.  The 
meetings with the administrators of the hospital and nursing school 
in Pawe went very well.  We are looking toward the installation of the 
water treatment system at the Pawe hospital in early 2011. 

 

 

Paul Rogers, Dr. Betta Mengistu and his sons, 
Aman & Zeb 

Nardos (on right), Nov. 2010 Nardos, March 2006 
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Ethiopia ï Solar Cooker Distribution ï Target date: December 2010 in Gilgal 

While we were in Ethiopia, we had the opportunity to meet the Zonal officials for the 
Mekele Zone at the hotel in Gilgal, a few miles from Pawe, to discuss the distribu-
tion of solar cookers in that area. It was delightful to see how rapidly the officials 
there embraced this idea because it fit so well with ongoing plans they have for im-
proving the lives of the people in the Mekele Zone. In fact, the chief administrator 
was anxious to proceed almost immediately with this ministry. 

 

Bereket Dessie, the owner of Solar Bereket Company (at 
right), and his assistant, Dagim Girma, met with us when 
we returned to Addis Ababa from Pawe. The parabolic so-
lar cookers have been manufactured, and Bereket and 
Dagim are prepared to go to Gilgal to train the recipients in 
the use of the cookers.  Bereket and the Zonal administra-
tor are currently discussing their schedules to coordinate 

the training and to distribute the solar cookers.  Training and distribution might be possible as 
early as mid-December. 

 

By meeting physical needs with the solar cookers and the water treatment system, Joshuaôs 
Way hopes to create opportunities to meet the spiritual need of the people of Pawe and Gilgal for our Savior, Jesus. 

Thank you for your 

faithful support!  

 

Please keep in mind that 
year-end donations must 
be received at Joshuaôs 
Way by December 31 or 
be postmarked by the 31

st
 

to receive a charitable gift 
deduction for 2010.  

 

Thank you for your help                 
in this ministry. 

Feeding Homeless  

Saturday October 30th was 
a beautiful day to be in 
downtown Greenville serv-
ing those in need.  It is so 
encouraging to see how 
God works through the 
men, women and children 
that He sends to serve.  
Mercy Riders did a great 

job once again with the preparation.  Working along side them were 
volunteers from Seacoast Church.  Special thanks to Barry 
Templeton who brought an awesome message of hope.  We had  
numerous professions of faith!  Praise God ! 
 

It is so good to know that God, in His infinite mercy and love, takes 
our gift of service, multiplies it so that it not only blesses the intended 
target (the homeless of our community), but the blessings also flow to 
our co-laborers and back to ourselves.   

What an awesome God! 


