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Solar Cookers, Bibles, Tables and Chairs  

Diary of the Week 
 

March 28th:   Bereket Dessie, Dagim Girma and I left Addis Ababa at 6 a.m.and by 
lunch time we had driven across the valley of the Nile to Debre Markos. What a 
beautiful drive, but what a long day in the truck! We arrived at the Soliyana Pen-
sion hotel in Gilgel Belese about 4:30 p.m. Bereket's assistant, Wosen Hailu, was 
already in Gilgel with the solar cookers, but assembly was required.  
 
March 29th:  Wosen recruited a few local helpers, and we assembled cookers from 
7 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesday. We ran in to some delays because the chief adminis-
trator of the zone was not as ready for us as we had thought. We continued with 
the assembly and preparation for distribution.  

March 30th:  The next morning (Wednesday) we were becoming concerned that we 
were not going to be able to distribute the first batch of 
cookers in Gilgel because the individual recipients had not 
been identified. We decided to drive on to Pawe and get 
the solar cookers ready for distribution there. The Pawe 
hospital administrator, Ato Asfaw Bessie Bemgako, was 
kind enough to provide space at the hospital for assembly 
of the cookers.  
 

March 31:  Thursday was crazy. Everything began hap-
pening at once. We met with the Pawe Woreda officials 
at 8:30 to discuss the solar cooker distribution in Pawe; 
the truck with the tables and chairs JW was donating to 
the nursing school arrived at 10:15; Ato Asfaw and I 
signed the Memorandum of Understanding at 11:45.  
Bereket and Dagim went to Gilgel for distribution of the 
cookers there, while Wosen and I were preparing for dis-
tribution of 50 solar cookers and Bibles in Pawe. 
 

At the nursing school, you would have thought Christmas 
had arrived! Ato Girma Tsegaye, one of the instructors at 
the school, was beaming with a grin 
from ear to ear as the students helped 
to unload the 30 tables and 100 chairs 
from the truck. Several guys from the 
senior class at the school were glad to 
help us, and they obviously were having 
a blast as they worked to unload the 
truck. As I spoke with Ato Girma, he 
repeatedly expressed his gratitude to 

Joshua's Way for the assistance. 
 

When I later reflected on how excited they were to receive something as 
simple as tables and chairs, I was forcefully reminded of how routinely I take for granted the blessings that our Lord 
showers upon me and us. Lord, forgive me!  
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April 1:  We had planned to drive back to Addis Ababa on Friday, but be-
cause of the delays, it was necessary to spend Friday morning in Pawe and 
Gilgel to finish up the training of the "local experts." The Zonal and Woreda 
officials identified key people that could be taught in a bit more detail how to 
use the solar cookers so that they could help any of the villagers who might 
need assistance. We drove to Debre Markos Friday afternoon and stayed 
the night there.  
 

April 2:  At 6:10 a.m. we were on the road again, travelling back across the 
Gojjam region where most of the land had been plowed in anticipation of the 
rains that would soon begin. We recrossed the deep Nile valley late that morning. It was amazing to see this large 
river in an otherwise arid environment. We arrived back in the capital city of Addis Ababa in the early afternoon 
Saturday, tired from the busy week, but happy and thankful for all that had been accomplished. 

 

Thank you to all of you who help to make these ministries possi-
ble. It is amazing how showing concern for the basic, material 
needs of people strongly demonstrates the love of Christ to 
them. With your help in purchasing solar cookers for people in 
Pawe and Gilgel Beles, we were also able to distribute Bibles to 
the recipients of the solar cookers.  With your assistance in pro-
viding 30 tables and 100 chairs to the Nursing School in Pawe, 
we hope to open another avenue for sharing the Gospel with the 
Nursing students in Pawe. 

Water Purification System for Pawe Hospital - Prayer Request 
 

As mentioned above, the Memorandum of Understanding between Joshuaôs Way and the Pawe Hospital related to 
providing a water purification system for the hospital was signed on Thursday, March 31st, by Paul Rogers and the 
hospital administrator, Ato Asfaw Bessie Bemgako.  Ato Asfaw has delivered these documents to the Regional 
Health Administrator for the Benishangul-Gumuz Regional National State in Asosa. 
 

Joshuaôs Way has raised the needed funding, and the engineering and contracting companies are ready to begin 
installing the water treatment system at the hospital in Pawe, but there are still a couple of bureaucratic hurdles to 
clear. 
 

First, Joshuaôs Way must receive final approval from the Regional Health Administrator. Second, the Ministry of 
Finance in Ethiopia must issue a certificate for the duty-free importation of the equipment for the water purification 
system. Our understanding is that these things will happen because these requests are coming from the Pawe 
hospital itself, but they may happen slowly.  
 

Will you please pray 
with us about these 
requests? First, please 
pray that the approv-
als will be granted. 
Second, please pray 
that approval might be 
granted soon and not 
be delayed in bureau-
cratic channels. 
 

Many thanks for lifting 
this ministry up in 
prayer! 
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Joshuaôs Way is on the move in our community sharing food, fellowship and the gospel  

with those less fortunate in our community.   
 

Every 5th Saturday Joshuaôs Way teams up with Nothing But Jesus Street 
Ministries to feed the homeless in downtown Greenville.   On April 30th Heath 
Hicks shared a message of hope and overcoming through Jesus Christ,  and 
Kim Johnson sang of the saving voice of Jesus.   

Thank you to all the volunteers from Seacoast church, Mercy Riders, 
and Taylors First Baptist Church who helped us to connect with the 
homeless in Greenville.  Our volunteers graciously served a hot dog 
meal for our guests, and many of them were glad when we asked them 

to come back for seconds! 

ððððððððððððððððððððððð 

On Saturday afternoon, May 21st,  volunteers from 
Joshuaôs Way ministered to the inmates at the Pickens 
County Prison with the love and grace of Jesus Christ. 
The band, ñConsuming Fire,ò presented the message 
of love and hope through their music and songs. 

Kevin Jones shared the love of Christ in his presenta-
tion of the Gospel, and Jason Osteen gave a moving 
testimony. The inmates obviously identified with Jason 
as he shared his story with them. It was especially 

helpful to have him and John and Joey Russo with us to share with the inmates many of whom are roughly the 
same age as they are. 

After the message and testimony were presented, the inmates were invited to come forward for prayer or to make  
decisions for Christ while Leland, Julia and Kim led in the hymn, ñI Surrender All.ò 
 

A delicious meal catered by Muttôs BBQ in Easley was then served, and our volunteers ministered to the inmates 
by filling their plates, serving the tea, and getting them refills when their plate or cup was empty. Most importantly 
our volunteers had the opportunity to share the love of Christ through fellowship and conversation with individual 
inmates who desperately need interaction with someone who cares about them as a person. Thank you, volun-
teers, for your willingness to serve.  

When you support Joshuaôs Way, you help us to reach inmates and the homeless for Christ.  

 Thank you for participating in ministry with us. 

 

Join us for OCC Training- Thursday, August 25th 
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    Stellar Bible Study ï 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays at Stellar Restaurant 

 

Many thanks to Johnny Price and Kevin Jones for helping to lead our Bible Studies this 
Spring. We continue to meet at the Stellar Restaurant in downtown 
Greenville from noon to 1 p.m on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month. 
Invite a friend to join us for lunch, fellowship, and Bible Study! 
 

Paul Rogers will be leading our study in the book of Colossians on June 
1st and June 15th.  As is our custom, we will take a summer break during 
July and August, and the Stellar Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, 
September 7th. 

 

Joshuaôs Way extends a special thanks to Steve Boone and Kip Wynne for allowing us to 
meet in their restaurant. We appreciate the way you guys live for Christ and are personally 
involved in ministry. Your witness encourages all of us. 

Cross Culture Network 

We have enjoyed many events during this spring.  Hiking, rock climbing, movie discussion nights, Bible study, lake 
day as well as good one-on-one time with students.   

 

Spring is always a busy time as students finish their studies, and some prepare to 
go home.  This year is particularly poignant as students return to Japan, Egypt, and 
Pakistan.  God drew those students here, and His timing is always perfect.  Many 
students have remarked how much their impressions of 
Americans and, in particular, Christians have changed 
since they have come to the U.S.  They said that they 
came as ambassadors of their countries and they are 
returning as ambassadors of the U.S. 
 

While the school year is over, there is more to do!  We 
are excited about two new doors that God has opened for us here in Greenville.  
Clemson University has moved the Marketing MBA and the ESL programs to 
Greenville.  With these, in addition to the growing ICAR program, we will have the op-
portunity to work with between 75 and 200 new students.  It is a good reminder that 
God is always at work and is looking for workers for His harvest! 
 

We pray that our time and investment in the lives of these students will bring a king-
dom harvest.  Please join us in praying for all of the students who are returning to their 
home countries, for those that are continuing their studies so far away from home, and 
those preparing to start their studies here at the end of the summer.   
 

May we all hold on to the truth expressed by one of  the girls in our Bible study: ñI'm so 
glad I learned to trust in precious Jesus, to take Him at His wordò 


